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Idaho Humanities Council awards 32 grants at fall meeting

(Editors:
Please note grant awards in your region)

The Idaho Humanities Council (IHC), the statewide nonprofit organization devoted to enhancing public awareness, appreciation, and understanding of the humanities in Idaho, awarded $78,096 in grants to organizations and individuals at its recent board meeting in Boise. Thirty-three awards include 20 grants for public humanities programs, 3 Research Fellowships, 8 Teacher Incentive Grants, and 1 Planning Grant.  The grants were supported in part by funding from the National Endowment for the Humanities and IHC’s Endowment for Humanities Education.  The following projects were funded:

Public Programs:

Ada Community Library, Boise, received $2,000 to support the Read Me “Impressions of Idaho” program in Boise February 2013.  The community-wide reading project for Ada County will include numerous titles focused on Idaho to commemorate the Idaho sesquicentennial.  Mary DeWalt is the project director.
Boise State University, Boise, received $2,000 to help fund a public lecture on Nobel-Prize Winning Author Albert Camus (1913-1960).  BSU will host a spring 2013 two-day international symposium commemorating the centennial of the Camus’ birth. Noted Camus scholar Raymond Gay-Crosier, professor emeritus of the University of Florida, will deliver the public lecture.  Jason Herbeck is the project director.
Idaho Human Rights Education Center, Boise, was awarded $1,500 to bring award-winning author Gail Tsukiyama to Boise in conjunction with activities celebrating the 10th anniversary of the center.  Tsukiyama is the author of The Street of a Thousand Blossoms, a story about life in Japan before, during, and after World War II.  Her public presentation will complement a visit to Idaho from Japanese students and teachers.  The project director is Dan Prinzing.
City of Hailey Historic Preservation Commission, Hailey, received $1,500 to support a rodeo exhibit with artifacts and interpretive text.  The exhibit will be part of a larger Werthheimer Park Welcome Center with a large exhibit display area.  Formally referred to as the Hailey Rodeo Park, Werthheimer Park has a 100-year history as a community center and was the site for the rodeo arena. The project director is Rob Lonning. 
Preservation Idaho, Boise, was awarded $1,540 for support of the second annual Modern Masters program featuring local architects.  The February 2013 program will include a lecture and slide show with retired local architect Ernie Lombard, three YouTube videos featuring Lombard-designed local buildings, and a family-oriented walking tour featuring local architecture.  Amy Pence-Brown is the project director.
The Community Library Network, Hayden, received $3,500 for a March 2013 performance tour by Oregon chatauquan Melinda Strobel titled “Western Women: Pioneers & Prostitutes.”  Stobel’s program will explore the lives of five pioneer women, Dr. Bethenia Owens-Adair, Oregon’s first woman doctor; Mathilde Schroeder, who homesteaded a ranch near Keuterville, Idaho; Sister Loyola, one of six nuns from Belgium to begin a boarding school for the daughters of trappers in Oregon; Molly b’Dam, a prostitute in Murray, Idaho; and Charley Parkhurst, a woman stagecoach driver in California.  Melinda Strobel is the project director.

Idaho Writers Guild, Boise, was awarded $4,000 for the second Writers & Readers Rendezvous in Boise in May of 2013. In addition to readings by noted writers, the Rendezvous offers talks on screen writing, the writing profession, business, and craft, and the future of publishing. It also offers opportunities for emerging writers to share their work publicly.   The project director is Doug Copsey.
White Spring Ranch Museum/Archive Library, Genesee, received $1,250 to help preserve and archive artifacts at their unique family-ranch-turned historical center.  The museum will archive new items found at the site, create interpretive DVDs and complete interpretive brochures for each room.  Diane Conroy is the project director.
Idaho Shakespeare Festival, Boise, received $4,500 to help support their Shakespearience program.  This educational outreach program will bring Much Ado About Nothing to schools and students throughout Idaho.  Actors perform with full set and costumes.  The performance is followed by a question/answer session, workshops are offered, and a comprehensive study guide is provided to teachers. The project director is Christine Zimowsky.
Lewis-Clark State College, Lewiston, was awarded $2,000 to help support its Speakers Bureau, which provides regional speakers on a variety of historical topics to local schools, libraries, and other non-profit organizations.  These presentations engage participants in the history of Idaho’s part in the Corps of Discovery, the Nez Perce people, and the regional history of the Lewiston-Clarkston Valley. The project director is Jack Peasley.

Idaho Public Television, Statewide, was awarded $12,300 to help fund American Experience Season 25.  The proposed new program lineup for this season includes programs focusing on Henry Ford, John F. Kennedy, Intel founder Robert Noyce, leaders of the abolitionist movement, a look at the effects of the first radio broadcast of the War of the Worlds and the birth of forensic science. Cindy Lunte is the project director.
Lewis-Clark State College Native American Club, Lewiston, received $2,000 for support for its twenty-sixth annual Native American Awareness Week to be held March 11-13, 2013.  Activities are planned for the public to increase awareness of Native Americans and Native American cultures.  Native American elders and tribal leaders will focus on topics relating to preserving the culture, history and traditional knowledge of their individual tribes.  Bob Sobotta is the project director.  
Wallace District Mining Museum, Wallace, was awarded $3,500 to help support the updating of a video documentary on the history of the Silver Valley to show to visitors. The program will cover the early history of the area from David Thompson’s contact with the tribes, the arrival of the missionaries, the discovery of gold, and the story of the CdA Mining District. The project director is Jim McReynolds.

Owyhee County Historical Society, Murphy, received $2,000 to support the documentation of Idaho Buckaroo culture.  The award supports the continuing tour of a traveling photograph and essay exhibit documenting this unique southwest Idaho culture, and will help fund additional interviews and photography for a book.  Andrea Scott is the project director.
Idaho Falls Arts Council, Idaho Falls, was awarded $2,000 for an interactive program for middle school students, combining reading, performance, discussion and literature-based workshop activities. The American Place Theatre’s Literature to Life organization will present Lois Lowry’s The Giver, followed by student and teacher workshops.  The project director is Jill Barnes.
Boundary County Historical Society, Bonners Ferry, received $2,000  to help support the preservation and exhibition of stuffed animals in its collection, including the white caribou, recently found and relocated to the museum.  The museum will reproduce the White Caribou Bar front, the original home of the stuffed caribou in the early 1900’s.  This exhibit space will include interpretive signage and be home as well to other animals in their collection.  The project director is Dottie Gray.
The Jacklin Arts and Cultural Center, Post Falls, received $3,483 for the development of exhibits, a brochure, and a curriculum guide interpreting the building’s history and exploring the history of Post Falls.  The exhibits will document Native and settler relationships, the relationship of the area tribes to the building itself, early-20th century life in Post Falls, and historic architectural techniques.  Liisa Spink is the project director.

Boundary County Historical Society, Bonners Ferry, partnered with the White Sturgeon Film Group, received $2,000 to produce a documentary on the story of the White Sturgeon, one of the largest and oldest fish in North America, isolated in the Kootenai River of north Idaho. The film will explore the geologic, historic, and cultural significance of the fish to the tribes.  The project director is George Sibley.
McCall Arts & Humanities Council, McCall, was awarded $3,000 to develop an exhibit exploring the theme of “Identity & Renewal” in the lives of several generations of local residents who experienced economic collapse in the region more than once, and carried on to renew their commitment to the place through reinvention and renewal.  The project director is Tracey Kindall.
Andrus Center for Public Policy, Boise, was awarded $4,000 to present a three-day seminar for teachers on “The State of the Presidency.”  Held in Boise February 28-March 2, 2013, the seminar will focus on the evolvement over time of more power in the Executive Branch.  It will examine this subject through the lens of the U.S. constitutional system with a goal of demonstrating civic discourse. The first day’s presentations will be open to the public.  A condensed version of the seminar will be held in northern Idaho in April 2013.  Troy Hamilton is the project director.
Research Fellowships:

Samantha Harvey, Associate Professor of English, Boise State University, Boise, was awarded $3,384 to complete two chapters in a six-chapter book examining the changing conceptions of nature in the long 18th century (1660-1835).  With an interdisciplinary approach, Harvey will look at literary texts, scientific views of natural philosophy, and artistic depictions of nature in wonder cabinets, landscape paintings, and the creation of national parks.  

Roger Schmidt, Professor of English, Idaho State University, Pocatello, was awarded $3,500
to conduct research in England and document materials for a book on Jane Austen’s writing.  Schmidt contends that imitating her writing exactly provides students with a better understanding of her diction, punctuation, style, and what makes Austen’s sentences uniquely Austen’s.  The book will teach how to forge Austen’s handwriting with the same implements with which she wrote.  

Scott Yenor, Associate Professor of Political Science, Boise State University, Boise, received $3,500 for a book project examining the Reconstruction era and the tensions derived from the desire for individual freedom, equality, and self-government.  He will concentrate on the careers of statesmen Benjamin Butler, Lyman Trumball, James Garfield, and Carl Schurz to illustrate that more is needed to insure rights than granting rights.  

Teacher Incentive Grants:

The IHC awards grants of up to $1,000 twice a year to K-12 teachers and educational organizations to enhance teaching of the humanities in the classroom.  The following grants were supported by IHC’s Endowment for Humanities Education.

Dixie Herring, Cole Valley Christian High School, Nampa, received $1,000 to enhance her teaching of the Civil War and introduce her students to primary sources in the study of history.  Herring will continue primary source research in letters of A.S. Pendleton, a staff officer in the war, and will create an instruction booklet and PowerPoint on primary source research.  Her students will conduct a primary source research project to be presented to the public at a spring History Fair.  

Gail Chumbley, Eagle High School, Eagle, received $1,000 to bring Holocaust survivor Marion Blumethal Lazan to Eagle for multiple presentations.  Lazan authored her ordeal in her book titled “Four Perfect Pebbles.”  Eagle High School History Club will help coordinate a school assembly-type presentation for high school, middle school, and elementary students from Eagle schools, as well as an evening presentation for students and the community.  

Dani Zwolfer, Sage International School, Boise, was awarded $989 to purchase a classroom set of The Idaho Adventure textbook for 4th grade Idaho history.  This text fits well into the Core Standard requirements for both reading and social studies.  Zwolfer will pilot this text and share results with other teachers in the school.
Teegan Carter, Rocky Mountain High School, Meridian, received $1,000 for technological equipment to enhance the understanding of current and historical political events.  She will purchase 2-3 classroom iPads, and will evaluate their effectiveness in better understanding current and historical political events.

Rita Langley, Garden City Library Foundation, Garden City, received $750 to help fund the 4th year of purchasing bi-lingual books for the Garden City Library Bells for Books program.  The program provides books specifically for the families of English language learners, and also has laptops and wifi available to help with homework projects and adult research.
Maura Goddard, North Junior High School, Boise, was awarded $500, to partner with other team teachers to integrate all of their subjects – English, Reading, Math, and Social Studies – into a book writing semester.  Students will write a book about the countries they are studying, with results being shared in an end of semester awards ceremony with parents, community volunteers, teachers and students.  

Kerry Evans, Malad Elementary School, Malad City, was awarded $400 to help support a one-day hands-on activity to reinforce Idaho history to Malad Elementary students.  Students will dress in era costumes and make their own era souvenirs.  They will prepare their own lunch and will listen to stories about Malad legends.
Maggie Shaughnessy, Woodside Elementary School, Hailey, received $1000 to support the printing of a book on the early history of the area written by Sandra Hofferber, Regional History Librarian at The Community Library.  The book includes photographs and personal family histories specific to Hailey.  
Planning Grants:
Preservation Idaho and the Long Valley Preservation Society, Donnelly, received $1,000 
to study the feasibility and procedure for building a heritage agricultural buildings register in Idaho.  LVPS is working to document 300 existing sites in Valley County and their register will serve as a model for replication throughout Idaho.  Frank Eld is the project director.

The Next Deadline for IHC Grants:

The next deadline for Idaho Humanities Council grant proposals is January 15, 2013. IHC strongly recommends that prospective applicants contact staff to discuss their project ideas before writing their proposals. Applicants also are strongly encouraged to submit a rough draft of their proposal for staff critique several weeks prior to the deadline.  Grant guidelines and online application instructions, as well as information about IHC grants and activities, are available on IHC’s website at www.idahohumanities.org, or by calling 208-345-5346.
