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Idaho Humanities Council awards $68,165 in spring grant round 

(Editors:
Please note grant awards in your region)

The Idaho Humanities Council (IHC), the statewide nonprofit organization devoted to enhancing public awareness, appreciation, and understanding of the humanities in Idaho, awarded $68,165 in grants to organizations and individuals this spring. Thirty-four awards include 26 grants for public humanities programs, seven Teacher Incentive Grants, and one Planning Grant.  The grants were supported in part by funding from the National Endowment for the Humanities and IHC’s Endowment for Humanities Education.  The following projects were funded:

Public Programs:

Idaho State University, Pocatello, received $1,000 to host an exhibit of photographs and a lecture series on the theme “The Impact of War on the Environment.” The exhibit will include images from wars in Korea, Vietnam, the two World Wars, and more recent wars in the Middle East.  Erika Kuhlman is the project director.

Weippe Community Club, Weippe, was awarded $1,500 to bring a performance of the production “Living through the Fire” to the annual Camas Festival and to three area schools in May. The production explores the story of the 1910 fire that devastated northern Idaho forests, the town of Wallace, and other communities.  Marge Kuchynka is the project director.
North Idaho College, Coeur d'Alene, was awarded  two grants: (1) $2,000 to support a keynote presentation by novelist Jess Walter at the first Northwest Undergraduate Conference in the Humanities for college and university students in Idaho, Oregon, Montana, and Washington.  Held in November 2016, the conference will provide opportunities for students to present papers on various humanities subjects. (2) $3,000 to bring to campus civil rights lawyer and social justice activist Bryan Stevenson, author of “Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption,” for a public lecture.  The talk will be part of a campus-wide Common Read program, involving students and faculty reading Stevenson’s book.  Sara Fladeland is the project director for both grants.
The Nampa Public Library Foundation, Nampa, received $1,500 to develop an exhibit depicting the impact water has played in the development of Nampa and the surrounding area.  This local exhibit will complement the national Smithsonian exhibit on water that is traveling through Idaho this year and will be in Nampa in October.  The project director is Beth Neunaber.

Global Lounge, Boise, was awarded $3,000 to help support the annual festival of international traditional artists, musicians, storytellers, and craftsmen demonstrating cultural traditions through interactive activities.  Held in Capitol Park June 10-12, 2016, the festival brings the community together with refugees in a showcase of cultural arts, food, and performances.  Dayo Ayodele is the project director.
The Mountain Home Arts Council, Mountain Home, received $1,000 for a community reading project featuring Sue Monk Kidd’s novel “The Secret Life of Bees.”  A performance based on the book was presented by Literature to Life to the community and to students.  Sally Cruser was the project director.
The Community Library Network, Hayden, was awarded $2,000 for a presentation by C.J. Box during National Library Week in April.  His stories depict the western experience and are popular with many Idahoans.  The project director was Twylla Rehder.

The Foote Park Project, Boise, was awarded $3,000 to help support the Mary Hallock Foote Day Centennial and a presentation of the play “Fair Use” this summer.  The Centennial event on June 11 will include presentations on Foote and her work.  The play, examining Wallace Stegner’s use of Foote diaries to write his Pulitzer-Prize-winning novel, “Angle of Repose,” will be presented later in the summer.  The project director is Janet Worthington.

Death Rattle  Writers Festival, Nampa, received $1,600 to help support the third annual Death Rattle Writers Festival this fall.  The three-day festival features poets, novelists, playwrights, storytellers, hip-hop artists and musicians to create a shared community for the literary arts in Canyon County.  Zachary Reeder is the project director.
Boise State University School of Public Service, Boise, received $4,000 to support the 
11th annual Minidoka Civil Liberties Symposium, October 15-16 at BSU.  The symposium will explore the theme “Mass Incarceration in the Land of the Free,” including the history of incarceration of Japanese Americans during WW II and the examination of the contemporary issue of the U.S. having the highest incarceration numbers in in the developed world.  Ross Burkhart is the project director.
Boise Art Museum was awarded $4,000 to bring two major Japanese American artists to Boise for public lectures as part of an exhibition entitled “Minidoka: Artist as Witness.”   The exhibit will open in October 2016.  Artists Roger Shimomura, painter and printmaker, and Wendy Maruyama, sculptor and furniture maker, will deliver public lectures during the exhibition.  Melanie Fales is the project director.

Friends of Minidoka, Twin Falls, was awarded $1,573 to support a program by Holly Yasui entitled “Citizen Min.”  The presentation will be part of the Minidoka Pilgrimage in June, and focuses on Minoru Yasui, a Japanese American lawyer and civil rights activist who resisted relocation and incarceration during WWII.  The project director is Holly Yasui.  
Confluence Press, Winchester, received $3,500 for the “Everybody Reads” annual reading/discussion program.  The 2016 book is “Painted Horses” by Malcom Brooks.  Brooks will do several presentations, book signings, and group discussions in northern Idaho and eastern Washington in November.  The project director is Jennifer Ashby.
Malad Valley Welsh Foundation, Malad City, was awarded $1,825 to support scholar presenters at the annual Welsh Festival.  Sessions include presentations on the history of Welsh immigrants and Malad Valley settlers and the preservation of historical photos.  Gloria Jean Thomas is the project director.

Trailing of the Sheep Cultural Heritage Center, Hailey, received $2,500 for presentations by representatives of five ranching families as part of the annual festival celebrating and preserving the sheep ranching culture.  The program will take place October 7, 2016 at the NexStage Theater in Ketchum.  Laura Drake is the project director.

The AAR Pacific Northwest Region, Moscow, was awarded $2,000 to host a lecture in May by 
Kimberly Stratton on “How Violence Shapes Collective Identity in Ancient Judaism and Christianity.” The lecture will explore the power that violence has to unite a community around an experience and helps shape a collective identity around stories of a shared tragedy.  The project director is Nicholas Gier.
Boise State University, Boise, received $4,000 for six public presentations related to the Folger Shakespeare Library’s exhibition of Shakespeare’s “First Folio.”  In honor of the 400th anniversary of Shakespeare’s death, the national tour of this 1623 first edition of Shakespeare’s compiled works is traveling to all 50 states.  The project director is Gwyn Hervochon.
The Wallace District Mining Museum, Wallace, received $1,500 to continue cataloging its digital records related to the mining history of the Silver Valley. This is part of a multi-year, ongoing collections management project with the goal to provide public access to historical documents and photographs.  Tammy Copelan is the project director.

The Latah County Historical Society, Moscow, was awarded $1,200 to offer several programs prior to hosting the national Smithsonian exhibit tour exploring the theme of “water.”  The exhibit is traveling to six Idaho communities this year, and will be in Moscow in December.  Events include interactive presentations, panel discussions, film screenings, a water consumption workshop, and a community book read.  Dulce Kersting is the project director.
Idaho State University English Department, Pocatello, was awarded $2,000 for public lectures discussing best ways to warn students of any content in college course texts that may be considered offensive or disturbing, or which may “trigger” psychological trauma among students who may have experienced the trauma of rape, incest, violence, murder, war, or other disturbing topics.  Jessica Winston is the project director.
The College of Western Idaho, Nampa, received $2,000 to help fund a reception and lecture series focusing on a mural created by local artist, Alma Gomez.  The mural is part of CWI’s Visiting Artist Series and will be installed in the lobby at the CWI Micron Center for Professional Technical Education.  The project director is Rena McKean.

Lewis-Clark State College, Lewiston, was awarded $4,000 for an exhibit and series of lectures focusing on the history of photography in the region.  Opening in late August, the exhibit will examine the historical evolution of photography in the Lewiston region since the 1800’s and the impact of photographs in our lives and in society.  The project director is Debra Fitzgerald.

The Idaho Latino Scholarship Foundation, Boise, was awarded $3,500 to support a “corrido” workshop and public concert in eastern Idaho.  A few years ago, similar workshops and corrido concerts in southwestern Idaho culminated in a book and music cd compilation titled “Nuestros Corridos:  150 Years of Latino History through Song and Word – 1863-2013.”  This grant award will support a similar eastern Idaho workshop conducted by Seattle-based corrido teacher Juan Manuel Barco followed by a public concert.  Ana Maria Schachtell is the project director. 
The Salmon Arts Council, Salmon, received $2,000 for its fourth annual month-long celebration of the History of Lemhi County and the City of Salmon in June 2016.  Two public talks and a day-long guided bus tour along the Salmon River will explore “The History and Culture of the Salmon River in Lemhi County.”  Tammy Dahle is the project director.
The Community Library, Ketchum, was awarded $1,500 to produce a video montage of central Idaho residents sharing their experiences with the region’s water.  The video will be on view at the Sun Valley Museum of History and on The Community Library website, as part of their hosting the national Smithsonian exhibit on water that is traveling through Idaho this year. The exhibit will be on display in Ketchum July 16-August 28, hosted by The Community Library and the Sun Valley Museum of History.  The project director is Eric Duncan.
Teacher Incentive Grants:

The IHC awards grants of up to $1,000 to Idaho K-12 teachers and educational organizations to enhance teaching of the humanities in the classroom.  The following grants were supported by IHC’s Endowment for Humanities Education.

Nikki Goller, Idaho Falls School District 91, Idaho Falls, received $750 to support the annual district-wide 4th-grade Idaho History Rendezvous.  Students, teachers, and parents, gain a deeper understanding of Idaho’s diverse history, traditions, and cultures through hands-on participation in a variety of educational stations.
Laura Browarny, College of Southern Idaho Herrett Center, Twin Falls, was awarded $982 for an after-school program bringing students together to learn about the museum and the history of Twin Falls and the surrounding area.  Students will meet twice a week, expand learning through field trips, and will ultimately lead museum tours for their friends and families.  
Julie Hatcher, Sawtooth Middle School, Meridian, received $988 to purchase multiple copies of “The Boy in the Striped Pajamas” by John Boyne for interdisciplinary study of the Holocaust by language arts and World Civilization students.  The book explores the interaction of a German boy and another boy at a concentration camp during World War II.  
Paula Uriarte, Capitol High School, Boise, received $1,000 to help support the conference keynote speaker at Boise State University during the October 2016 in-service days.  Chad Pregracke, author of “From the Bottom Up:  One Man’s Crusade to Clean America’s Rivers,” will address ways teachers can make connections across disciplines to engage students in their communities through writing, literature, and social studies projects. 
Shirley Ewing, Idaho Museum of Mining and Geology, Boise, was awarded $750 to help support the annual “Rock Party,” a hands-on opportunity for children and their parents to dig into geology and Idaho mining history.  The fall event focuses on historic mining, fossils and geology through stations, mini-tours and demonstrations.  
Laura Gilchrist, West Ada School District, Meridian, was awarded $997 to help purchase multiple copies of books related to the theme “Immigration and Migration:  Finding Your Home.”  The school district sponsored several activities in collaboration with Boise’s annual Ada Community Library “Read Me” program, which this year featured the novel “Orphan Train” by Christina Baker Kline.

Tammy Dahle, Salmon Arts Council, Salmon, received $1,000 to help support the Literature to Life performance of the “Secret Life of Bees,” a stage adaptation of the novel by Sue Monk Kidd.  Students read the book prior to the presentation, and the Salmon Public Library partnered with the Arts Council to encourage adults to join the community in reading the book and attending the presentation.
Planning Grant:
The Post Falls Historical Society, Post Falls, was awarded $1,000 to develop a QR-coded program for a history walking tour of Post Falls.  The tour will supplement the existing Centennial Trail walking tour through downtown Post Falls and will explore the town’s mill and water history.  
The Next Deadline for IHC Grants:

The next deadline for Idaho Humanities Council grant proposals is September 15, 2016.  IHC strongly recommends that prospective applicants contact staff to discuss their project ideas before completing proposals. Grant guidelines and application instructions are available on IHC’s website at www.idahohumanities.org, or by calling 208-345-5346.
